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Reinvigorate and expand peasant struggles, 
advance armed struggle to defeat 
Duterte’s counterrevolutionary war 


THE ALREADY MORIBUND SYS- 
TEMIC CRISIS in the Philippines 
even before the COVID-19 pan- 
demic has now worsened gene- 
rating unprecedented oppres- 
sion and exploitation of the 
toiling masses of workers and 
peasants. The Negrosanon is an 
epitome of such oppression and 
exploitation. 
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the Philippines, there is massive 
land monopoly and reconcentra- 
tion, feudal and semifeudal ex- 
ploitation and neoliberal attacks 
on agriculture in Negros Island. 
Thousands of hectares of land 
are sugarcane fields owned and 
controlled mainly by big land 
lords and bourgeois compradors 
and ran under a century-old 
hacienda system and relatively 
new but equally oppressive 
schemes such as stock distribu- 
tion option (SDO), ariendo, block 
farming, corporative scheme, 
agribusiness venture agreement 
(AVA), etc. The 5,030 hectares 
of agricultural land divided into 
11 haciendas throughout Neg- 
ros Occidental under the control 
of the Cojuangco family is an 
example. 

Around 47% of the country’s 
sugar workers, or 335,000 of 
them and their families, are suf- 
fering under very dire condi- 
tions. While prices of basic 
goods, also of power and petro- 


leum, are skyrocketing, work 
conditions are the worst. It has 
been almost two years since the 
regional wage board in Western 
Visayas increased the minimum 
wage of agricultural workers. 
Even so, land lords have never 
adhered to the mandated Php350 
minimum. Wages in sugarcane 
fields are as low as Php200/day 
during harvest season while 
some areas receive a measly 
P500/month. 

Apart from sugar workers, 
landless or inadequately landed 
farmers and farm workers plan- 
ting rice, corn, banana, coconut 
and other crops also experience 
different forms of feudal and 
semifeudal exploitation. There 
is also development aggression 


like logging, mining, quarrying 
and plantation companies that 
further deprive the peasants of 
land to till and destroys the en- 
vironment as well. 

Negros is well known as a 
“social volcano” waiting to ex- 
plode. The toiling peasants, the 
entire democratic and patriotic 
mass movement, and the armed 
revolution in the Island have 
long been and undoubtedly re- 
main a powerful social and 
political force challenging the 
rule of big hacienderos and 
bourgeois compradors. 

Under Duterte, backed by 
the interests of the local ruling 
class, demand for decent wages 
and benefits, genuine land re- 
form and respect of human 


rights are silenced with state 
terrorism perpetrating bloody 
massacres, mass murders, ex- 
trajudicial killings, torture, illeg- 
al arrests based on trumped-up 
charges, abductions, red-tag- 
ging, fake and forced surrenders 
and other repressive and dra- 
conian measures. 

Surpassing his hero, dicta- 
tor Ferdinand Marcos, Sr. whose 
tyranny brought about the Es- 
calante Massacre in 1985, 
Duterte, through the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
and Philippine National Police 
(PNP), has created a bloody trail 
in Negros highlighted by the 
brutal killing of the Sagay 9, 
Guihulngan 6 and Negros 14 and 
the senseless murders of 77 pea- 
sants, human rights advocates, 
pro-people lawyers and activists. 
The most recent atrocity was 
the disappearance of two elder- 
ly farmers after the massacre of 
four sick Red fighters in Manap- 
la, Negros Occidental. 

Due to these conditions, the 
revolutionary movement thrives 
in Negros Island. Despite efforts 
of state agents to fabricate 
stories of defeat of the New 
People’s Army (NPA) in Negros, 
the people’s democratic revolu- 
tion is ever advancing intens- 
ively and extensively. The NPA 
continues to wage armed struggle, 
launches agrarian revolution 
and builds and expands the 
mass base and organs of politi- 
cal power under the absolute 
leadership of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines (CPP). 

Undeterred by Duterte’s re- 
lentless counterrevolutionary war 
in the countryside, the toiling 
masses in Negros must continue 
to launch widespread and sus- 
tained antifeudal campaigns and 
mass struggles which will serve 
as strong base for the people’s 
fight against the fascist regime. 

Campaigns for the minimum 
program of agrarian revolution 


such as reducing land rent, abo- 
lishing usury, raising wages of 
farm workers and raising prices 
of farm products must be re- 
vitalized, broadened, systema- 
tized and closely coordinated 
wherever there are bases and 
requisites in the haciendas, rice 
fields and other types of crops 
in guerrilla bases, guerrilla 
zones and white areas. There 
must be an anti-feudal united 
front particularly to gather the 
widest support for the just 
struggle of the peasant move- 
ment from different sectors, 
middle forces and other allied 
groups and personalities. 

Anti-feudal struggles must be 
linked to the fight against state 
fascism and US imperialism. The 
anti-feudal movement needs to 
wage resistance against Du- 
terte’s undeclared martial law, 
Memorandum Order (MO) 32, 
Executive Order (EO) 70, Oplan 
Kapanatagan and National Task 
Force to End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict (NTF-ELCAC). 
At the same time, anti-fascist 
struggles must be strengthened 
and expanded in the coun- 
tryside, towns and cities and 
shall contribute to the people’s 
movement to fight and continu- 
ally isolate the rotten and fas- 
cist US-Duterte regime until it is 
overthrown. 

It must likewise campaign 
against sugar import liberaliza- 
tion, rice tarrification, meager 
wages and other neoliberal po- 
licies that deepens the control 
of US imperialism of Philippine 
economy, politics, culture, mili- 
tary and foreign relations. 

Revolutionary mass associ- 
ations and organs of political 
power must be promptly expan- 
ded and raised to a higher level 
as it launches antifeudal struggles. 
While the NPA helps in mass 
struggles, Red fighters must 
also intensify guerrilla warfare. 
With the reinvigoration and ex- 
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pansion of the peasant struggles 
and the advance of armed 
struggle, the people and the re- 
volutionary forces can defeat 
the counterrevolutionary war of 
Duterte. 

Duterte is using everything 
up his sleeve to keep his political 
dominance. The AFP and PNP, 
his staunch henchmen, are at 
the ready to do his bidding—in- 
vent matters of national secu- 
rity using the Anti-Terror Law 
to justify nationwide martial law 
or rig the 2022 presidential 
elections. Duterte has convinced 
himself that he holds a position 
of strength. However, he is un- 
wittingly digging his regime’s 
grave deeper and bringing the 
people’s democratic revolution 
closer to victory. ДР 
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“Paghimakas 


Nagapasalamat ang Ang Paghimakas 
sa mga kontribusyon agud mangin 
madinalag-on ang ini nga isyu. Sa 
pagpauswag sang aton Ang 
Paghimakas, ginapangabay sa тапап 
nga bumalasa nga padayon nga mag- 
amot sang mga balita, piktyur, istorya 
kag iban pa nga sinulat. Nagapangayo 
man kami sang inyo mga suhestyon 
kag komentaryo paano pa gid ini 
pauswagon. 


63 angpaghimakas@yahoo.com 
fb.com/negros.angpaghimakas 


ay negrosrevportal.wordpress.com 
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REINVIGORATE AND EXPAND 
PEASANT STRUGGLES! 


ADVANCE ARMED STRUGGLE 
TO DEFEAT DUTERTE’S 
COUNTERREVOLU TIONARY 
WAR! 


